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Abstract: The sharing economy was initially introduced as a utopian and non-market solution for managing idle resources and promoting
urban sustainability, but in practice, it has turned into an ideological battlefield and a tool for platform capitalism. The aim of this study is to
critically analyze the evolution of the urban sharing economy discourse in dialectical interaction with dominant ideological shifts and to
decode the hidden power dynamics in urban governance. The research method is qualitative, based on Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
utilizing Fairclough’s three-dimensional model (textual, discursive, and social practices). Purposive sampling included 20 fundamental
academic and policy sources. Based on the findings, this discourse has undergone a non-linear evolution, passing through three phases: (1) the
"utopia of the commons" (centered on community-based metaphors and trust), (2) "institutionalization and the smart city" (shifting towards
access-based and technocratic metaphors), and (3) "platform capitalism" (dominated by metaphors of the extraction machine and the gig
economy). In this evolutionary path, the emancipatory and human-centered promises of the first era have been appropriated under neoliberal
hegemony, transforming into tools for data extraction, imposing the gig economy, and reproducing spatial inequalities in the platform society
era. Consequently, based on the findings, sustainability or unsustainability is not an inherent characteristic, but rather depends on the
prevailing political-economic structure and the urban governance model. In the absence of proactive regulation and algorithmic governance, it
moves towards unsustainability and the reproduction of inequalities. However, by establishing regulatory institutions beyond the platform and
supporting alternatives such as platform cooperatives, it can return to the principles of urban commons and urban sustainability. Urban
planners, through supporting active governance and strict algorithmic regulation, can prevent the commodification of space.

Key Words: Urban Sharing Economy, Critical Discourse Analysis, Platform Capitalism, Urban Governance, Fairclough’s Three-
Dimensional Model, Urban Sustainability.
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