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Abstract: Neighborhood economic sustainability is central to ensuring justice, welfare, and developmental opportunities for children. This
study aims to identify and prioritize economic indicators contributing to the realization of sustainable child-friendly neighborhoods. The
guiding question is: which economic indicators most strongly influence child-friendly neighborhood sustainability, and how do their priorities
vary across three urban scales (metropolis, medium-sized city, small town)?

The research adopted a mixed and applied methodology. First, a systematic review of scientific literature and domestic and international
policy documents was conducted, followed by systematic content analysis (open coding independently by two researchers) to extract
economic indicators. Next, the relative importance of each indicator was assessed using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) and expert
input from 20 specialists. Findings identified nine key indicators: family, occupational, and livelihood welfare, child-centered economic
participation, family-based entrepreneurship and employment, financial sustainability of child-related services, reduction of child-related
costs, equitable economic access to services, forward-looking economic planning for children, economic justice in children’s benefits, and
family economic capacity to support children. Comparative analysis revealed that family welfare consistently ranked first. In metropolises,
emphasis was placed on economic justice and cost reduction; in medium-sized cities, human capital and local economy were more prominent;
and in small towns, local financial resources, household economic capacity, and family entrepreneurship were prioritized. These results
underscore the need for scale-sensitive policies that integrate short-term livelihood measures with long-term mechanisms of financing and
justice.
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