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Abstract: Street vending, as a part of the informal economy, poses complex challenges for urban management in
developing cities. This qualitative study aimed to explore the lived experiences of street vendors in Isfahan in
response to urban management policies. Using a thematic analysis approach, data were collected through semi-
structured in-depth interviews with a purposive sample of 20 street vendors (12 men, 8 women), selected to
ensure diversity in gender, work experience, and areas of activity. Interviews were conducted in the first half of
2024 across three districts: Chaharbagh, Nagsh-e Jahan, and Malekshahr. Data were analyzed following Braun
and Clarke’s (2006) thematic analysis method, using in-depth semi-structured interviews as the primary data
collection tool. Findings were categorized into three main themes: spatial and regulatory exclusion, economic
pressure and daily survival, and resistance and the assertion of the right to the city. Results indicated that
removal-oriented municipal policies, including evictions and property confiscation, reinforced feelings of neglect
and humiliation among street vendors. Economic pressures, particularly for household heads, transformed their
lives into a daily struggle for survival. Nevertheless, street vendors resisted through creative strategies such as
relocation and networking, asserting their presence as a matter of citizenship rights. Gender and work experience
influenced patterns of resistance, with women and experienced vendors exhibiting more sustained forms of
resistance. This study emphasizes the necessity of more equitable policy-making to recognize street vendors as
integral to the urban economy and culture, and suggests that future research focus on gender analysis,
longitudinal studies, and the potential for collective organization.
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